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President’s Message

Passover is a holiday of survival, joy, and rebirth. Passover is a time of remembrance and celebration of the Israelites leaving Egypt at
a time when they were enslaved by the Egyptian Pharaoh.

The primary purpose of celebrating Passover is to recount the story of this Passover by reading from a book called the “Haggadah,”
or the story of the exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt.

The “Seder” is a dinner in which invited friends and family recount and explain the story of this Exodus.
I want to express my deep appreciation to all who pitched in to help make, in my opinion. one of the best Seders, we’ve had at Beth
Shalom Temple Center in recent years.

Thank you, Ruthann Shapiro, Jo Legat and your Ritual Committee for making it all happen.

Thank you, Marty Cohen, and your group, for leading our Seder in such a professional and fun way.

Thank you, Steve Maron, for entertaining us with your beautiful music.

Thank you, Ingeborg McDonald and your crew, for setting up the tables so beautifully for the Seder.

A special thank you, to Michel Kouhana, and your crew, for such a beautiful and incredibly scrumptious Passover Seder
meal. Over one hundred fifteen plus folks attended and continue to comment on the wonderful meal prepared by you and
your staff.

Thank you, Wanda Wolosky for your delicious charoset

The new people who joined us were able to connect with some of our members whom made them feel welcome. Hopefully, with
the encouragement from Mike Finkelstein and his committee, we will see some of them back real soon.

Beth Shalom Temple Center Family is a welcoming congregation where our members pursue a continuing journey of Jewish growth.
We are guided by the history and traditions of the Jewish people as we encounter the challenges of the modern world. We
encourage participation in prayer, life-long Jewish learning, and social justice within a joyful, creative, and compassionate
community.

We are a growing as a group because of people such as you who come to us. We are growing as individuals because of what we can
give to each other. Beth Shalom Temple Center...This is a place for learning. It is a place for praying. It is a place for celebrating. It is a
place for sharing.

And because we are a family, we laugh with each other in our happy moments. And, in moments of sadness, we cry with each other
too. And through it all, we try always to be sensitive to the needs of all the people who are part of us.

You are probably tired of me telling you this ..., volunteering at BSTC is easy. There are no exams to pass and no job interviews.
There is enough variety to match any interest and to fit any level of ability. The only requirement is your motivation and
commitment. Look at the list of committees listed in our new Membership Directory, call the chairperson, and volunteer.

Let’s Pray, Play, and take care of each other.
Merle Sobol—President
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SENDING IN CHECKS TO BSTC
If you are sending in a check to BSTC and not using our
website to pay, either by PayPal or credit card, make
sure, your check as well as the envelope indicates the
program/event for which you are paying.

MAIL TO THE TEMPLE
To expedite delivery, any mail sent to the temple should be
addressed to: P.O. Box 884, Green Valley, AZ 85622.

Sending mail to the Rio Mayo address may result in a delay.

To expedite delivery please include the name of the person

you wish to contact on the front of the envelope.

For information on the Memorial Board and Yahrzeits
contact Joyce Finkelstein by phone or by email.

For information on Tributes or Commemorative items,
contact Amy Storer.

For information on the Green Valley Cemetery, please call
Ingeborg McDonald.

TEMPLE USAGE SCHEDULING
Before scheduling a program, please contact Amy Storer.
This will avoid scheduling conflicts. If you wish to have your
program included in the Shofar calendars, notify the Shofar
editor.

Not all scheduled events are included in the Shofar.
Deadline for Shofar copy is the 15t of each month.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS Saturday, June 16, 10 a.m., Torah Study with Michael
Mussman, Parasha Korah
Thursday, May 3, 10 a.m., Finishing Hadassah
Therapy dolls Saturday, June 23, 9:30, Torah Study
Parasha Hukkat

Thursday, May 3, Lag Ba-Omer
Monday, June 25, 10 a.m., Board Meeting

Friday, May 4, 7 p.m., Friday Night Shabbat
Services Saturday, June 30, 10 a.m., Torah Study

Parasha Balak
Saturday, May 5, 10 a.m., Torah Study

Parasha Emor Note: Summer Hiatuses
Introduction to Kabbalah course has ended for the year.
Sunday May 6, 9:30 to 10 a.m., Michael G at the piano The Sisterhood Board will not be meeting in May or June.
10 a.m., Bagel Breakfast The Jewish Genealogy Club will resume meeting in the fall

Wednesday, May 9, 9 a.m., Men's Club at BSTC

MEMBER NEWS & UPDATES
Saturday, May 12, 10 a.m., Torah Study

Parasha Behar-Behukkotai

Happy Birthday to:
Tuesday, May 15, 2 p.m., Introduction to Kabbalah May 2 Amy Storer
May 6 Eugene Stein
Friday, May 18, 7 p.m., Friday Night Shabbat Services May 9 Harvey Beim
May 16 Ruth Barwick
Saturday;JMayh19,Blo adrtr; Torah Study May 26 Les Simon
arasha Bamidbar .
May 30 Madelyn Weig
Saturday, May 19, sundown, Erev Shavuot June 3 Marilyn Beim
June 4 Jeanette Nathan
Sunday, May 20 to sunset Monday, May 22, Shavuot June 6 Gail Norton
June 6 Gail Sommers
Saturday, May 26, 9:30 a.m., Torah Study with Rabbi Fleming June 7 Alan Loew
Parasha Naso June 8 Bonnie Cavell
Monday, May 28, Memorial Da June 10 Carolyn Fox
[ v June 10 Fran Orrock
Monday, May 28, 10 a.m., Board Meeting June 18 Steven Abrahams
June 19 Claire Westerman
Friday, June 1, 7 p.m., Friday Night Shabbat Services June 21 Renee Marcus
June 23 Steve Maron
Saturday, June 2, 10 a.m. Torah Study July 1 Gary Israel

Parasha Be-ha’alotekha

Apologies to Fil Ficks whose April 4 birthday was omitted
from last month’s list. (Luckily, he attended last month’s
bagel breakfast where he was recognized and received his
certificate for a free bagel breakfast.)

Sunday, June 3, 9:30 to 10 a.m., Michael G at the piano
10 a.m., Bagel Breakfast

Saturday, June 9, 10 a.m., Torah Study
Parasha Shelah
Have a great day and year everyone.

Wednesday, June 13, 9 a.m., Men’s Club at BSTC

Friday, June 15, 7 p.m., Friday Night Shabbat Services
Oneg sponsored by Renee Villani to honor her
parents



Happy Anniversary to:
May 8 Fred & Jo Legat
May 27 Melvin & Dorrie Roman
May 28 Richie & Danielle Wernick
June 8 Dick & Bonnie Cavell
June 9 Michael & Alice Tannenbaum
June 15 Jack & Bobbie Vishner
June 21 Jerry &Harriet Belenker
June 21 David & Kathi Roth
June 24 William & Marilyn Forstot
June 25 Cliff & Jean Shekter
June 27 Les Bakke & Beverly Lake
June 30 Sam & Irene Miller
July 4 Tom & Gloria Clancy
July 5 Lenny & Dusty Friedman
July 5 Dennis & Bonnie Vadnais

Continue to celebrate in health, happiness and joy
A hearty BSTC welcome to our new members:
Les Bakke

And to our returning members:
Fran and Tim Orrok

MEET OUR MEMBERS

Jeff and Rosalind Cooper

The Coopers hail from lllinois, having moved to Green
Valley about three winters ago. Jeff notes that he likes
the peace and quiet here but also its nearness to
Tucson, not to mention the great winter weather.

Raised in Glencoe, Ill., Jeff attended lowa’s Drake
University receiving a BA in Economics/History and did
graduate work at DePaul University in downtown

Chicago earning a certificate in International Marketing.

Upon graduation he Joined the family business, Cooper
Aviation International, in international sales and
contract management. He also owned several rental
properties in Chicago’s Northwest suburbs and
currently owns Jeff’s Candles/Figurines, which he sells
at county fairs and festivals in Wisconsin.

Fluent in Spanish and now learning Italian, Jeff is a life
member of the Lions Club, as well as a member of

Lubavitch Chabad. Missing the Jewish affiliation, he and
Rosalind are happy they joined BSTC

Rosalind worked for the Chicago Board of Education for
36 years in Employee Benefits. She and Jeff like to
travel and hike. They enjoy golf, movies, museums, and
cultural activities. Jeff and Rosalind summer in their
home in St. Germain, Wisconsin.

Gary Melton

Gary Melton is originally from Sioux Falls, South Dakota
but in his adult years moved around quite a bit. A
retired army officer, he obtained a BS in Engineering at
the United States Military Academy at West Point. He
continued his education receiving an MA in Counseling
(Webster University, St. Louis, MO) and an Ed.D. in
Educational Leadership (Seattle University, WA).

He spent five years as a High School English and Social
Studies teacher and then became an assistant principal
for the next seven years. He has also worked outside
the United States, first in SE Asia as a Middle High
School Principal and then School Superintendent at an
American International School. Most recently (2016-
2017) he was a Contingent Professor and Teacher Intern
Supervisor in the College of Education at Saint

Martin's University.

Married to Vanich (Toi) Melton for 41+ years he has two
sons and four grandchildren in the Seattle, WA area.
Gary enjoys hiking, racquetball, judo, chess, reading,
and travel.

While raised in a Reform household, during his many
travels and moves he and his family have been exposed
to both Conservative and Reform Jewish Congregations.
He adds, “l am very interested in furthering my own
religious education and getting to know the members of
Beth Shalom Temple Center.”



COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS:

The following commemorative items are available for purchase to honor or memorialize one:
Memorial plaques, $300 Leaf for the Tree of Life, $100
Sanctuary Chair, $125 Garden Bench, $225

Garden Brick, $100

Send specific wording for the plaque, brick, etc. together with your check (made out to Beth Shalom Temple Center) to
BSTC, Attention “Memorial Board” or “Tree of Life,” etc. Order forms can be found in the Temple foyer.

TRIBUTES
Do you need to send a greeting card? Do you want to support your Temple? Here’s a great way to do both. At present,
Amy Storer, will mail a lovely, personalized card to whomever you choose. Here’s how to do it:
Send your Tribute request and free-will offerings to:
1. Amy Storer directly, or
2. Mail your Tribute(s) and check to Beth Shalom Temple Center, P.O. Box 884, Green Valley, AZ 85622 (mark
“Tributes” on the envelope and check memo line!)

If ordering several Tributes at the same time, print the birthday/anniversary page of the Shofar, check off the names of
those you'd like to designate for Tribute(s), and mail it in with your check. Tributes may be sent with your own personal
greeting for birthdays, anniversaries, get well, condolences, best wishes for the new home, in appreciation, mazel tov,
and sympathy upon loss of a pet, etc.

Tributes

To:

Werner Lawson for a Refua’h Shleimah from Ed and Esther Brill

Dot Feldman for a Refua’h Shleimah from Ed and Esther Brill

Steve Levine with sympathy on the death of his mother from Ed and Esther Brill
Family of Jim Robbins with sympathy on Jim’s death from Ed and Esther Brill

YAHRZEITS
Beth Shalom Temple Center will provide reminders of yahrzeits, and the name(s) of your loved ones will automatically
be recited for Kaddish at the appropriate Sabbath Services according to the Hebrew calendar. If your yahrzeits are not
yet on the current list and you wish them to be, please email Joyce Finkelstein at mfinkel2@cox.net (or send a note to
the Temple for her attention) including your name, the name and relationship of deceased, and the date of death.

Yahrzeit Donations

Date Remembered by For His/Her Yahrzeit
Mar 5 Larry Feldman Grandfather Simon Kornfeld
Mar 7 Larry Feldman Mother Hortense Feldman
Mar 19 Lou Simon Aunt Lilly Lebowitz
Apr 2 Fran Gordon Husband Bernard Gordon
Apr9 Ruthann Shapiro Mother Rosella Herman
Apr9 Mark Travitsky Mother Ruth Travitsky

Apr 10 Ingeborg McDonald Friend Louis Gantz
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TEMPLE TIDINGS

Memorial Tablet Space

Perhaps you have noticed that our three Memorial Tablets are getting full. Many members are choosing to remember
their loved ones with the purchase of nameplates that are mounted on the Tablets. As you may notice, the bottom of
each Tablet bears an inscription of the donor.

The Temple Board is investigating the purchase of an additional Memorial Tablet, the cost of which is approximately
$8000. Would you like to memorialize a loved one in this special way? By donating the cost of the Tablet, you may
choose an appropriate inscription to be placed at the bottom of the Tablet to remember your loved one.

If you would like to discuss making this generous donation, please contact Joyce Finkelstein.

We Want to Hear From You

After an absence of several years a new suggestion box has been placed in the foyer of the temple. We are
happy to hear any suggestions you may have. It could be about new adult education classes, new
clubs, services, the way present clubs, committees or classes work or anything else you want to
suggest. You need not sign your name to your suggestion.

All suggestions will be discussed and brought to the membership as needed. As you know from
past experiences (e.g. Saturday services) we certainly listen to you.

Torah Study

We are fortunate again this year to have Rabbi Miri Fleming and Michael Mussman leading Torah Studies on an
alternating monthly basis. Rabbi Miri will join us on May 26, July 28, Sept 29 and Nov 17, while Michael Mussman leads
on, June 16, August 18, October 20 and December 15.

Each of these individuals adds their own perspective about the Torah to that of the participants, thus creating a lively
conversation. If you have never been to Torah Study or it's been a long time, please join us. Unless there is
a Saturday service, Torah Study is from 10 a.m. to noon. Ruthann Shapiro

New Members, Please Don’t Be Camera Shy

If you haven’t already made an appointment with our office assistant Stacy Laetsch to have your photo taken please do
so. Those who have visited BSTC lately will notice some of the pictures taken by Stacy to introduce our new members to
the congregation.

Please call Stacy at (520) 648-6690 to make your appointment. Thank you

* %k %

Membership Committee News

The Membership Committee, chaired by Mike Finkelstein and consisting of Marcia Wiener, Amy Storer, Merle Sobol,
Joyce Finkelstein, Ed and Esther Brill, Harriet Belenker and Steve Abrahams have been meeting to come up with ways to,
not only add new members, but also to ensure that more experienced and newer members enjoy their synagogue
experience.
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Membership Committee News continued...

One such initiative is for “older,” (i.e. that is in terms of membership at BSTC ) members to host dinners for small
numbers of newer members. Several years ago, we had a program called “BSTC Dine-a round” where we asked not-so-
new members to sign up to host a meal, when and for how many people. We are considering doing this with several
hosts on the same evening, and then possibly meeting at the temple for dessert. Contact Mike Finkelstein if you would
be interested in being a host.

While the dine-around won’t start until the fall, we hope to start the ball rolling by having the Finkelsteins and Brills host
a wine and cheese get together a future Sunday.

Also planned for a fall bagel breakfast is another new member welcome event like the one held last December. So, start
planning to volunteer, planning menus and accepting invitations for these future events. Any other suggestions for ideas
are welcome.

Send Us Your Photographs
For those members and friends who take pictures at any of our BSTC events, please think about sharing them. We’d love
to upload them to our BSTC Facebook page as well as our website photo gallery. Send them to Mike Finkelstein and cc it

to Danielle Wernick, as well. Thank you.
3k %k %

ART GALLERY

Summer Gallery Exhibit

Our present exhibit, “Our Garden, My Garden, Feelings of Nature” closes May 3. If you haven’t seen this exhibit yet,
make sure you do because it is really a fascinating one. Following this exhibit, the Gallery will mount their summer
exhibit taken from BSTC’s collection of photos, paintings, and artifacts. Stop by and see what treasures BSTC has.

Calling All Artists, Woodworkers, Crafters, Quilters, Gourders, Etc.

We’'re looking for members—particularly among our new members—to display their work in our Gallery for next Fall.
Please let us know whether you would be interested in showing some of your work for all to see. The list above is not all
inclusive: we welcome fabric artists, sculptors and any other category that can be considered a form of art.

Please, new members, let us know who you are and what you do. Others, let us know what you have to display. Thanks.

Please call and leave a message for either Marcia Weiner, Gallery Committee; or Tobey Gitelle, Aesthetics

Committee. Tobey Gitelle
k k%

SISTERHOOD

Sisterhood’s Women’s Assistance Project

For over seven years the Sisterhood has helped support the Domestic Violence shelter here in Green Valley called
Genesis House. Established in 2007 with only 16 beds, it has now increased to a 50-bed facility and has provided over
80,000 bed nights to victims as young as 2 months and as old as 86.



Sisterhood support of Genesis House and Dazee continued
As vital as the shelter is, just as important is the physical, dental, mental and legal assistance for the victims. Also available
is transportation, schooling, employment training and assistance in finding permanent housing.

As you may know, part of the proceeds from our annual Mah Jongg tournament goes to Genesis House. Please help
increase our efforts by donating either cash or gently used items to the DaZee’s thrift shop at 231 West Duval Road. The
hours are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday thru Saturday and their phone number is 399-4671. Donations are tax

deductible. Gail Norton

kK k

Men’s Club

For now, the Men’s Club is meeting at BSTC at 9 a.m. Members bring snacks or whatever they want to munch on while
the Men’s Club supplies the coffee and then clean up after themselves. The poker enthusiasts in the group still attempt
to have a game following the meeting but except for one time they have not been too successful. If you are interested in

playing poker, either after the meeting or at another time please contact Merle Sobol.
KKk

SORRY YOU MISSED IT

March and April were full of great activities sponsored by BSTC. First there was the very well attended March 4 Bagel
Breakfast featuring Tucson Desert Song Festival Director George Hanson who served as Leonard Bernstein’s assistant
for several years. Both the breakfast and Hanson’s appearance were sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Southern
Arizona in honor of the yearlong celebration of the Centennial of Bernstein’s birth.

A packed house filled BSTC to hear Mr. Hanson tell about Leonard Bernstein whom he lauded as an excellent musician
who composed for not only symphonies and orchestras but musical theater as well. While his talk of Bernstein’s work
habits was interesting, what was most informative was how Bernstein used Jewish ritual music in his pieces. For
example, the opening notes of West Side Story are based on the high holidays notes from blowing the shofar, especially
that of the note Tekiah.

Hanson also made note that Tucson and its environs played the most comprehensive repertoire of Bernstein’s music
among all the cities that have been celebrating his centennial. Ina and Larry Gravitz

On March 18 we were treated to a fundraising concert given by our very own Michael G along with his friends. There
was Ken Barry on Tenor saxophone and flute, Glenn Gross on trumpet and of course Michael G on piano as well as
supplying the vocals. The wide range of musical styles were arranged by Michael and included jazz, Latin, bossa nova and
blues among other styles. The temple certainly rang with great music, enthusiastic listeners and much applause.

March 30, the first night of Passover saw BSTC holding its annual Seder. While some were worried that the number of
participants would be down this year because it was held on the first night instead of its traditional second night, this
was proved to be wrong. There were close to 125 reservations, and as Merle already noted in his Presidents message
chef Michel did his usual wonderful job of catering. Poor Michael Benisch had to keep scouring the stores for supplies as
more and more reservations came in. (Lucky for this editor though because he found some KP supplies, this editor was
unable to find.) Unfortunately, the vegetarian offering suffered but planners have taken note of this issue and some
others for next year.
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: WS The Art Gallery’s Reception for “Our Garden, My Garden, Feelings of Nature” Exhibit on April 15 gave
attendees a chance to view the unique perspective of Plein Air art from members of the Santa Rita Art League of GVR.
Through this exhibit the outside world was brought inside and wonderfully so. Master Gardener Charlene Westgate gave
us a talk about the exhibit and was there to answer questions about gardening. BSTC’s garden was especially beautiful
that day.

Along with the exhibit BSTC member and photographer Bill Leibson exhibited his photographs of “Artists at Work.” All in
all, it was an excellent afternoon. Note: picture is Serene Rein’s “Temple Garden”

A Night at the Gaslight Theater sponsored by the Men’s Club occurred on Tuesday, April 17. Men’s Club member Dan
Galitz organized the event securing for us front row tickets. It was great being up close and personal for the show,
“Rock-a-Billy Raceway.” The Gaslight Theater’s shows are always fun and big on corn and schmaltz.

Some of us, carpooling from BSTC, went early to eat at Little Anthony’s restaurant which is right next door. Another
enjoyable experience,

We celebrated the Wytes anniversary, Ingeborg McDonald’s Birthday and the 70™" Anniversary of Israel’s founding at
Friday Shabbat Services on April 20. Ingeborg and Donna and David got together to prepare a bountiful oneg for which
Chef Michel helped prepare along with baked goods by Donna as well as a bakery cake bought by Ingeborg that said
Happy Birthday Israel.

Marlys Fiterman and Steve Maron led services complete with song accompanied by Marlys’ guitar and Steve’s violin.
Steve did a rousing rendition of Adon Olam. Marty Cohen gave the sermon starting off with homage to Israel along with
remarks on this week’s parasha.

Of course, there were many other wonderful events at BSTC in March and April including a Tu’B’Shvat pot luck dinner, a
Purim celebration complete with homemade —or at least made at BSTC --hamantaschen spearheaded by Ruthann
Shapiro and other volunteers, as well as the Sisterhoods trip to Phoenix’s Musical Instrument Museum.

Aren’t we lucky to be members of such a great, fun-filled welcoming place?

Another way to help BSTC: Fry’s Community Reward Program
Do you shop at Fry’s? Do you have a Fry’s VIP Card? Would you like to make money for Beth Shalom Temple Center
without it costing you anything?
If you answered “YES” to these questions, then you need to enroll in the Fry’s Community Rewards Program. Here is all
that you need to do...

1. Visit www.frysfood.com

2. Register your Fry’s VIP Card online

3. Search for Beth Shalom Temple Center, or by organization #77412

4. Select “Enroll”

That is all that you need to do. Fry’s will send a percentage of your purchases directly to the Temple.
If you are not a Fry’s VIP Card holder, just stop by your nearest Fry’s and ask for a free application. It will only take minutes
to get your VIP Card.

Please let me know if you have any questions, Joyce Finkelstein.
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COMMITTEE CHAIR/CO-CHAIR
Aesthetics Tobey Gitelle
Art Gallery Marcia Wiener

Bev Lake

Bagel Breakfast

Ingeborg McDonald

Book of Remembrance

Suenette Maron

BSTC Shoppers Michael Benisch
“ Michel Kouhana
Building Reservations Amy Storer
Caring-Mishpochah Jo Legat

Cemetery Ingeborg McDonald
e-Scrip Joyce Finkelstein
Event-Updates Jane Gold
Facilities Michael Benisch
Facebook Danielle Wernick
Finance Jo Legat
Genealogy Club Karen & Eric Rautenberg
Grants Eric Rautenberg
Historian Gloria Clancy
Hospitality Michel Kouhana
“ Ingeborg McDonald
Library Sonny Foigelman

“«

Linda Stein

Jim Click Raffle

Steve Abrahams

Memorial Board/Yahrzeits

Joyce Finkelstein

Membership Mike Finkelstein
Men’s Club Ed Brill
Mishaberach Jo Legat
Oneg Ruthann & Sid Shapiro
Programs Ruth Barwick

“

Kay Sobol

Public Relations

Mike Finkelstein

Ritual Ruthann Shapiro
“ Jo Legat
Security Dan Galitz
Shofar Esther L. Brill
Sisterhood Sue Cohen
Tributes Amy Storer

Website

Mike Finkelstein
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